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You re assuming that this card was issued to him upon his leaving active 
duty , instead oi at. a later time, and I don't know that. Before this gets 
out of hand, let me say that, since my original post, I spoke at length with 
Mary LaFontaine, the reporter who enterprised this story. She also checked 
with the history department of the Marines, and that check included a review 
ot military regulations and records. They told her that the particular card 
that was confiscated by the Dallas Police upon Oswald's arrest, was not the 
standard reservist s identification cut or a type that would only have been 
issued to him if he had been injured on active duty and thus entitled to 
military medical privileges (they told LaFontaine that was not the case) or, 
the only othei possibility is he was a civilian employee. Moreover, she was 
told that if Oswald had been a civilian employee of DOD, that fact would not 
be annotated to his military record. She spoke to Blakey, the former chief 
counsel of the House Assassinations Committee, who did not recall seeing the 
card. She also spoke to Wesley Liebler, former Assistant Counsel of the 
V/arren Commission whose responsibilities included Oswald's background, and 
he was incensed that he had never seen the card. I am simply onpassing this; 

.L came away from my conversation with LaFontaine convinced that she had done 
her homework, but dissatisfied that she had taken it far enough (had it been 
me, I would have wanted to try for official reaction in some other 
Quarthers, but I ve been out of the business for 16 years and what do I 
know?; Let s also recall that Oswald was arrested in New Orleans during the 
summer of 6o and was interviewed by an FBI agent, so it is conceivable that 
his possession of this card, whether lawful or unlawful, would perhaps have 
had to come to the attention of federal authorities before the 
assassination, and they damn well knew he was a defector, which is why the 
FBI in Dallas was keeping close tabs on him 


S9 







